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Pandit Madhusudan Nyayacharya

Pandit Madhusudan Njf.a-j'achﬁr}fa was born on 27" October, 1900
f11 Kartik. 1307 beng) in a village called Amtali in the district of
Fandpur. Bangladesh. He was born in the family of Pascatva Brahmin,
Ebs father was Sibdas Smrtibhiisan and his mother was Umatara Devi,
Machusudan’s grand father (from his mother's side) was a famous
KanvEvika of KotAlipara known as Sadikumar Siroratna.

Madhusudan Nyayacharya received his early training from his
farer. In his native village he got himsell admitted in Rabindra College
where he studied Vyakarana. Afterward he came to Calcutta to study
NvEva. He received hiz Navya-Nyaya lessons from Manmathanath
Tarkatirtha, a resident of Bhattapalii. Then he got admission at Mulajore
Sanskrit College. Here he stoed first in the Madhya and upadhi
examination in Nyaya. Afterward he went W Kashi o study Nvava in
greater detail. He met Bamacharan Nyavacharya there and had lessons
o Nyvava from him. There he got the on title ‘Nyayacharya. (Here he got
e utle ‘Nvayacharya’).

Pandit Nyayacharya received his traning from Sibdas
Smriibhusan, Nisikanta Tarkatirtha and Taranath Nyavdrarkatirtha,

Pandit Nyayacharya taught in Kashi and then he joined Balananda
Sanskrit College in 1945, Deoghar. Later he moved to Navadvipa
Government Sanskrit College, before joining Sanskrit College, Caleutta in
1956. After retiring from Sanskrit Caollege, Calcutta, in 1969, he stayed
back as a Mahacharya (Distinguished Professor).

Pandit Nyayacharya led a simple life wearing simple traditional
dothes like dhoti and angavasira, He was extremely caring 1o his
students. He enjoyed comparing the philosophical ideas of different
philosophical schools, His valuable advice to Nyvava students was to raise
oew and new questions and possible oppositions and then o refute each
of them. In this way Nyaya philosophy could be developed further.

Pandit Nyayacharya breathed his last on 26t Avgust, 19835,

Some of his well-known students are Bimal wrishna Matilal,
Gopika Mohan Bhattacharya, Shyamapada Tarkutirtha, Jadodadulal
Tarkatirtha, Pradyot Mukhopadhydy, Minati Kar., Sabitd Midra,
Sukharanjan Saha, Mrinal Kanti Gangopadhyay, Brahmach@rini Bela
Dy 210,



*d by his scholarship he was awarded the title
ﬂ and a gold medal. Pandit Nyayacharya was conferred
Bt Avward by Hon'ble President Neelam Sanjeeva Reddi on 20th
. 1952,

The following 15 a brel description of his major works in

Ilesoph sc (ar available,

Sabdasaktiprakasika by Jagadisa Tarkalamkara
Pﬁt College, Calcutta, Vol. 1, 1980; Vol. 2, 1981; Vol. 3, 1985)

S;bdasxakttan:kas"ikﬁ is one of the seminal works on Navya-Nyaya
phy of language authored by Jagadisa Tarkalarhkara. Pandit
usudan Nyayacharya edited this book and translated it into Bengali
extensive explanation. This book has come out in three volumes.
book deals with the nature of testimonial I-:tiﬂw]edget{ﬁ'hdahndha] in

details from a Navya-Nyaya perspective. After listening to a
nce, when one gets the knowledge of one object, corresponding to
word, as related to another object corresponding to another word,
what one acquires is what can be called knowledge from words’. The
detail mechanism of knowing from words has been described.
Wyavicharya has also addressed the question whether this knowing from
words could be reduced to other kinds of knowledpe like perceptual or
mferential etc. A whole bunch of grammatical notions like prefix, suffix,
case-ending etc. have been taken up for critical analysis. One interesting
point made by Nyayacharya is that in this work sometimes the Nyaya
view is defended and sometimes the Grammarian view is defended. This
book contains a detail presentation and refutation of Prabhakara’s
Kubjafaktivada, sometimes also known as Anvit@bhidh@navada. And in
this context Nyayacharya refers to the views of Gadadhara Bhattacharya
who opposes Anvitabhidhanavada.

-l - = J
Padarthatattvanirupanam by Raghunatha Siromani
{Sanskrit College, Kolkata, 1976]

Fﬂdt;rﬂmmﬂuunirﬁ'pﬂqam is a unigue work in Nyava svstem, for
here Raghunatha opposes many of the views that have been traditionally
accepted by Nyaya philosophers. Raghunatha accepts fakti, svatva,
phala as independent categorics. On the other hand, Raghunatha
opposes the traditional view that dik, kala and akasa are separate
categories. He also refutes param'ﬁt:ll_w_a't‘:a. a view that 1s generally
accepted by Nyaya-Vaifesika philosophers. Nyvayacharya translates the
original text of Raghunatha into Bengali and has added elaborate



lanatory notes. Raghunatha goes against his tradition by claiming

t satta cannot be regarded as a jati. According to Nyayacharya,

hunatha's Padarthatattvaniripanam is unigue in the sense that here
?la_ghun’z}thu breaks away from the traditional Nyaya ontology and
ilefends in a brilliant way his original ideas. This 15 a beaurtiful example
d' nternal criticism.

Tattvacintamanimayitkha
B (anumana khanda till samanyalaksana)
Wy Jagadisa Tarkalamkara (Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat, Kolkata, 1980)

Tﬂttuncfn!ﬁmaﬂimnyﬁkha 15 one of the most important works in
Navva-Nyaya school. Pandit Madhusudan  Nyaydcharnva  has
supplemented detail explanatory notes to Jagadisa’s commentary. This
book is edited by Gaurinath Shastri. The main theme of the book is
wvapti, a topic that is close to the heart of all the Navya-Naiyavikas. Some
o the main points that have been discussed in the book are: 1. All the
possible definitions of vyapti, 2. Siddhantalaksana, 3. Ways of acquiring
the knowledge of vyapti, 4. The nature of Tarka etc.

Paksataprakaranam of Tattvacintamani
(Our Heritage, July-December, 1956; January-June, 1958;
July-December, 1958)

This is a series of articles that Pandit Nyayacharya published in
the journal Our Herifage, a Sanskrit College publication. In this work,
Pandit Nyvayacharya wrote a long commentary called ‘Susam@’. In this
commentary Pandit N}-‘E}'ﬁchﬁrya incorporated a dotal discussion on the
commentaries of Raghulﬁlha and Jagatl_iﬁrﬂ that they wrote on the
original text Tattvacintamani.

' @Eynmiﬁreqikasummnta - jﬁ&nam‘mars)uh
(Our Heritage, Special Number, 1979}

Pandit Madhusudan Nyayvacharya in this article called ‘Nyaya-
raisesikasammata jﬁ&nmrimﬂrsfah'prcscnts a detail analysis of the Nyaya
theory of knowledge. Pandit Nyayacharya discusscs all the different ways
of knowledge accepted by the Naivayikas. He, gquite interestingly,
compares the Nyava view with the Buddhist theory. An interesting part of
this article is that here we [ind an claborate discussion on  different
theories of error like asatkhyativada anyathakhya tivada and
aniwacan?ya khyﬁtwﬂ_.r:ia erc.
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