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Mahamahopadhyay Kalipada Tarkacharya

Long ago a group of Brahmins migrated to Bengal from
Kanyakubja and settled down in different places of Bengal. One of them
started living in a village called Unashiya, now in Faridpur district of
Bangladesh. Gradually this place gave birth 1o several well-known
scholars including the famous Madhusudan Saraswati. In this lincage we
have Mahamahopadhyaya Kalipada Tarkacharya. Kalipada Tarkacharya
was born in the year of 1888. Kalipada is the eldest son of Haridas
Tarkatirtha and Sitasundari Devi. By the grace of goddess Kali the
parents gave birth to this son and so he was called Kalipada. At the
beginning Kalipada was brought to Calcutta by his father to receive
education, but he had to discontinue partly because of his illness and
partly because he did not like the English cducation systemn. After
coming back to his native village he received his lessons on Sanskrit
grammar from his teacher Kalikianta Siromapi. In his early age he
alrecady had the ability to compose poems in Sanskrit and he impressed
people by his oratory skill in Sanskrit.

After some time, i{al'tpada returned to Calcutta, successfully
completed his Madhya examination in ‘u’j..fal-:arﬂna and Kavya under the
tutelage of Bhubaneswar "'-"ld}"aiamkara Then he moved to Mulajore
Sanskrit College, studied Kan’a and h]an}kara under the supervision of
Haripada Vidyaratna, He topped the upadhi examination. He had already
started composing original Sanskrit works like Vidarbha Samagamam.’
Then Kalipada was initiated into Nyaya by Sibchandra Sarvabhaum,
prmcnpal of Mulajore Sanskrit College and was a topper in the Tarka
Tiftha' examination. Sarvabhaum, being impressed by Kalipada's
scholarship in Nyaya, offered him the title ‘Tarkacharya’. This is indeed a
great accomplishment. By 'this time he had scveral works to his credit
like 'ﬂnmadanavuda}fah’ 'Kav}fa-::hmna. ‘Samkhyakarika, ‘Gaudapada
bhas}rattka Samkh}raﬂdrﬂuka ‘Saramanjaritika’ etc.

After completing his studies Kalipada joined Sanskrit Sahitya
Parishat as a Sanskrit teacher. He was also made the sub-editor of
Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat Patrika where he published several of his
original compositions that stand as a witness to his creative genius.
Kalipada joined Government Sanskrit College, Calcutta as an Assistant
Professor in Nyaya in 1931 where later he became head of the
Department of Nyaya. The British Government conferred the title
‘Mahamahopadhyaya’ on him in the yvear 1941 and the Government of
India honoured him with a Certificate of Honour that was awarded to



him by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Hon'ble President of India in 1961.
Burdwan University conferred Doctorate (Honeoris Causa) on him in the
year 1972. Kalipada left his mortal body on 27t July, 1972,

The following is a list of his major works,
Drama

1. Naladamayantiyam 2. Prasanta ratnakaram, 3. Manavaka gauravam,
4. Syamantakoddhara Vyayogah, 5. Mahanatakam (incomplete).

Poetry

. Satyanubhavam, 2. _Yogibhaktacaritam, 3. Mandakrantamlam 4.
hlﬂkaunuraumram 2. Gltan_]ahh (tranglation of Rabind: anathaGitanJall}
&. ﬂahums_avadanam Other than these, many of his Sanskrit
translations of poems of Tagore, Madhusudan Dutta etc. have been
printed in_several journals. Kalipada has also translated Srimad
Bhagavad Gita and $ri 81 Chandi into Bengali Blank Verse form,

N]"ﬂ.jl'ﬂ

1. Jativadhakavicarah {nul found) 2. ﬂksapudadarsamm 3.
Navyanyayabhasapradip 4, Vawe-bl.ﬁ:adamane Pmﬁ'asmpadﬂbhﬂsyﬂm S.
Bhasaratnam of E{anad& Tarkavagls.a + ?h!tuafmmmamd:dhmpmkasa by
Bhavananda Slddhanlavagna 7. WNavamukiivada by Gadadhara
Bhattacharyva 8. Muktivadavicarah by Harirama Tarkavagisa 9.
Saramanjari by Jayakrsna Tarkacharya 10. Pravacanatrayi (not found).

Since we are dealing with the philosophical contribution of the
pandits, the following description is confined to the philosophical works
of Kalipada Tarkacharya,

Ak&ﬂp&dﬂdﬂfﬁﬂmm (Sanskrit College, Kolkata, 1975)

This bock explains how the knowledge of tattva (essence of things)
leads one to liberation [nihsrevas). Knowledge of tattva stands for
knowledge of the sixteen prameyas like atma etc. Knowledge of prameya
depem:]s on knowledge of pramﬁnds So there is also a discussion of
pramanas accepted by Nyaya viz. pratvaksa, anumana, upamana and
gabda. Aithﬂugh this discourse is mainly concerned with the path that
leads to liberation, this is called Nyaya, for after all any study of
inference aimed at convincing others (pararthanumana) is called Nyaya
and in this sense Nyaya is regarded as the basis of all disciplines and
actions. Following the steps of L{rava];a, manana and nididhyasana when
one gains the knowledge of the atma, one altains nihéreyas.



Navpanyayabhasapradip {Sanskrit College, Kolkata, 1973)

This boock is a Bengali translation of Brie/ Notes on The Modemn
Nyaya Systern of Philosophy and its Technical termns authored by
Mahamahopadhyayva Mahesh Chandra Nyfivaraina Tarkacharya adds his
swn commentary in Bengali called “Suprabhia’. The buok starts with a
description of what we call propcrty (dharma) of a padaritha. Dharma is
divided into jati and upadhi. Upadhi could be of two types viz. sakhanda
and akhanda. Tarkacharya refers to Jagadish's definition of sambandha
and distinguishes sambuandha into saksat and purampara. Sambandha
could be vrttiniyamaka and vritianivamaka, Turkicharya also alks
about a sambandha called ‘paryapla’ o denote the object that is the
substratum of ‘twoness’ (dvitva) but by isell’ is nel considered two
things. In this context, Tarkacharya deliberaies on visavatd and visayita
as well as adhikaranata. There is a detail explacation of praliyuﬁ and
anuyogi of sambandha and also abhava.

Valseslkadarsane Prasastapadabhasyam
|Sanskrit Si.hit.yn Parishat, Kolkata, year not mentioned)

Kalipada Tarkacharya has edited the chapler on Dravva of
Pragastapadabhasgya along with his own commentary on it called
Yuktidipika'. In this commentary of Tarkacharva we find a detail
deliberation on the nature of knowledge of tativa, division of dravya,
division of guna, division of karma, division of samanya, division of
wiseza, division of l.ammrﬁya. The topology of these various calegories
accepted by Vaisesika philosophers have been explained and justificd. In
the laizer hall of the book Tarkacharva discusscs other categories like
F_‘.hiv_i'. jala, tejas, vayu, akasa, dik, atma, manas ele. The interesting
part of this book consists in a detail explanation of the sadharmya and
midharmya of different padarihas accepted by Vaidesika philosophers.
There is alse an interesting discussion on kola and s nature.

Bhasaratnam of Kanada Tarkavagisa
[Sanskrit Bahitya Parishat, Kolkata, 1938)

Bhasaratnam is an ancient work belonging 1o Nvaya school,
KBlpada Tarkﬁchar}*a edited this work along with » commentary of his
w=r. In his commentary Tarkacharva devoles scvernl chapiers on the
Endamental categorics accepted in Nyayu-Viusesika systein. The book
B wul lengthy analysis on the classification of cegories and then goes
®e analysing prthivi, jala, tejas, vayu, ikB«a, Gumk, manas, paramatma,
==z rupa, karma, samanya, visesa, swmaviya, sadharmya and
waxiharmya, abhava, pramana, karana. Tarkacharya olso takes up the



pramEnaa accepted in Nyaya for discussion. He starts with the nature of
knowledge in general and then moves Jon to all the four pramanas viz.
pratyaksa, anumana, upamana and abda. In the chapter on sabda,
interesting analysis of aka.n:lks:a and sakti could be found,

Tattvacintamanididhitiprakasa by Bhavananda Siddhantavagisa
(The Asiatic Society, Kolkata, 1963)

Kalipada Tarkacharya edited this work of Navya-Nyaya with great
acumen. This voelume extends from tarkaprakarana to paksataprakarana
of the original work Tattvacintamani. The bock starts with a detail
analysis of tarka and then moves on to the discourse on vyapti. There is
an illuminating discussion on samanya laksana, a concept that
generated lot of debate among the Navya-Nyaya philosophers themselves.
The book ends with a thought provoking analysis of upadhi followed by

paksala.

Navamuktivada by Gadadhara Bhattacharya
(Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat, Kolkata, year not mentioned)

Kalipada Tarka::harya edited Navamuktivada along with a
commentary of Ewarmna Tarkacharya has added his own explanation of
the original text in Bengali. The main theme of the work centres round
the idea of liberation. The author distinguishes two kinds of necessity,
viz. 1. Intrinsic and 2. Secondary. In reply to the question what is the
necessity of driving towards liberation? Tarkacharya, following the spirit
of the original text, argues that the nature of the necessity of attaining
liberation is an intrinsic one. One of the significant aspects of this work
that one comes across is a stimulating discussion of the various ideas of
liberation that have been defended by very many philosophers like
Patanjali, Kapila, Bhartrhari etc.

Muktivadavicarah by Harirama Tarkavagisa
[Sanskrit College, Kolkata, 1959

Muktivadavicarah undertakes an analysis of the idea of liberation
and arrives at a startling conclusion. Kalipada Tarkacharya edited this
book and has written a commentary on it called Mukti]ak&;rmTh. The main
gquestion that the book addresses is that if by liberation we understand a
permanent cessation of suffering, then ‘permanent cessation’ meaning
absclute negation (atyantabhava), liberation wouid turn out to be eternal
mmply because absolute negation is cternal. And then nobody would
mgage in any attempt to attain liberation for it is already there, being
sernal. The answer that Harirama gives and Tarkacharya elaborates on
& that ‘permanent cessation' is better understood as post-negation



[dhvamsabhava). And this post-negation is not an eternal entity, but a
temporal product. This book along with Tarkacharya's commentary
assumes great significance in view of the fact that this novel
interpretation of liberation is quite dilferent from the traditional
understanding of liberation as one can find in the Nyaya-Vaisesika
school. In fact the book goes on to prove that liberation is the permanent
cessation of sin and not suffering, as usually held.

Saramanjari by Jayakrsna Tarkacharya
(Sadesh, Kolkata, 1405 beng.)

Saramanjari (the complete name being .E‘:abdanhasummaﬁjmﬁ is a
work on vvakarana, encashing many Nyaya techniques. Jayakrsna
produced this work towards chE end of Eighteenth century. Tarkacharya
wrote a commentary on this Saramanjari. Tarkacharya at many places of
his commentary uses the Nyaya methodology while defending the
vyakarana standpoint. This only shows the academic catholicity that
Tarkacharva and people of his genre had. Many of the salient topics of
vyakarana have been taken up here like all the case endings and
different grammatical categories like suflix, prefix ecwc. And of course
there is an illuminating discussion on the word-object relation and the
nature of testimonial knowledge.
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